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DIALOGUE,  &c. 

font.  TT  OW  d'ye,  how  d’ye,  Neighbour?  Well,  how  goes  the 
JTjL  World? 

Witt.  I  am  pretty  well,  I  thank  you,  only  troubled  a  good  deal 
in  Mind. 

Tom.  Why  what’s  the  Matter  Man  ? 

Will.  Matter  1  Matter  enough:  1  have  been  at  the  Warehoule, 
to  have  lbme  of  my  Tobacco  inlpefted. 

font.  Ah  !  Well,  pray  how  is  it  ?  I  want  fadly  to  know  a  little : 

How  do  you  like  thefe  new  Officers  ? 

Will  By  my  Troth,  / omntas,  I  can’t  tell  what  to  lay  to  it;  I 

am  really  nonpluft. 

font.  Prithee  tell  me  how  it  fared  with  you  :  Let  me  hear  a  little, 
Will.  Hear  a  little !  You  fliall  hear  a  great  deal,  if  you  go  to  that. 
Can  any  Body  lay,  that  it  is  not  very  hard  upon  a  poor  Man,  to 
have  part  of  his  Labour  burnt  by  thefe  Infpe&ors,  becaufe,  forfooth 
they  don't  like  our  Tobacco  ?  when  at  the  fame  Time,  for  aught  I 
can  fee,  they  are  no  better  Judges  of  it  than  any  of  us, 

Tom.  'Tis  very  hard  indeed  Neighbour  :  For  my  Part,  I  can’t  by 
any  manner  of  Means  approve  this  new  Law, 

Will.  Approve  it !  No  who  can  ?  For  they  tell  me,  that  if  our 
Tobacco  is  not  800,  they  won’t  pay  us  for  the  Cask. 
fom.  How  fo  ? 

WUl.  You  may  depend  upon  what  I  tell  you, and  fomething  worfe : 
For,  when  I  was  at  the  Warehoule,  Neighbour  Seconds  brought 
Two  Hoglheads  of  Tobacco,  to  be  viewed,  which,  to  pleafe  thefe 
Men,  he  had  made  above  800:  But  fo  it  fell  out,  the  Tobacco  not 

having 
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having  been  well  handled  in  the  Curing,  by  prefllng  it  hard  to 
make  it  that  Weight,  it  turned  black,  (as  you  know  Tobacco  will 
do  that  is  not  well  lookt  after;)  and  what  do  you  think  thele 

unmerciful  Officers  faid  to  him - Why  truly,  that  it  was  fuch 

black  Stuff,  unlels  he  would  pick  it,  they  mull  burn  it  all. 

lom.  What,  and  fo  if  our  Tobacco  is  not  800,  they  won't  pay 
us  for  the  Cask ;  and  if,  to  make  it  that  Weight,  it  turns  black 
under  the  Prels,  which,  as  you  fay,  all  Tobacco  will  do,  that  isn’t 
well  handled,  they’ll  bum  it,  will  they  ?  Things  are  come  to  a 
fine  Pals  indeed. 

Will.  Burn  it !  Ay,  up  it  goos  in  a  Funk,  unlefs  you’ll  pick  it  • 
I  muff  fay  for  them,  they’ll  fuffer  a  poor  Man  to  do  That.  But 
there’s  another  Circumftance  harder  than  what  you’ve  heard :  If  our 
Casks  are  not  exa&ly  of  fuch  a  Gauge,  be  our  Tobacco  never  fo 
good,  they  won’t  pals  it :  What  think  you  of  that?  This  foe  ms  to 
me  to  exceed  all  the  reft. 

Tom.  No,  there’s  nothing  new  in  that,  d’ye  foe  :  There  has  been 

for  fome  Years  a  Law  ordering  us  not  to  make  our  Hogfheads  above 
fuch  a  Size. 

Will.  Indeed!  Well,  that's  what  I  never  knew  before :  One  of 
our  Neighbours,  lometime  lince,  did  fay,  that's  the  Truth  on't,  that 
we  muft  make  them  lo  and  lb,  and  luckily  I  did,  but  never  knew 
there  was  a  Law  for  it ;  and  till  this  Year,  I  am  lure  we  never 
minded  it ;  every  Body  made  their  Casks  as  big  as  they  plealed. 
Tom.  That  can't  be  denied,  but  we - 

ff  ill.  What  then,  this  that  I  thought  lb  very  hard,  is  come  to 
Nothing  ? 

Tom.  Not  to  be  charged  to  this  new  Law,  it  being - 

Will.  It  fignifies  Nothing  to  talk  of  it  then. 

cJom.  Nothing,  d'ye  call  it?  I  always  thought  we  were  obliged 

to  con -  y 

Will.  Alas,  I  mean  'tis  not  material,  not  worth  noticing  in  this 

Cafe,  in  this  new  Law,  where  there  are  lo  many  other  Things  that 

pinch  us. 

Tom.  There  I  agree  with  you  :  I  wifli  with  all  my  Heart,  Will. 
1  cou’d  but  once  underhand  what  our  Affembly  meant  by  making 
fuch  a  Law.  Will. 
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Will.  Find  that  out  if  you  can:  'T  would  puzzle  a  Philoibpher, 

I  believe  :  Ud's  Heart,  younder  comes  Juftice  Lovecountry, 
they  fay  he  is  a  mighty  Man  for  this  Law,  thinks  it  a  very  good 
Law  ;  and  I  mull  confels  I  have  heard  other  Gentlemen  fay  fo, 
particularly,  that  'tis  a  good  Law  for  the  poor  Planters  •  but,  for 
my  Life,  I  can't  fee  in  what. 

Pom.  We  have  loft  the  Juftice,  he  is  turned  out  of  the  Road  to 
a  Plantation  on  the  Left  Hand. 

Will.  I  am  lorry  for  it,  he  is  a  right  honeft  Man  ;  and  if  we 
could  have  got  him  into  Talk,  would  have  told  us  all.  However, 
let’s  ftay  here,  perhaps  he  may  come  this  Way  anon. 

; fom .  Then,  as  we  were  faying, — oh — Notwithftanding  what  fo 
many  Folks  fay,  I  can't  difcover  One  good  Thing  in  the  Law. 

Will.  Folks  fay  !  Why  Man,,  tho'  fome  Folks  fay  as  I  told  you, 
there  are  other  Folks  that  fay  quite  contrary  :  I  am  fure  I  have 
heard  a  great  many  Speches  againft  it  at  the  Race-Grounds,  and 
at  the  County-Courts,  when  the  Courts  were  over,  and  Men  were 
got  together  in  the  Ordinary,  fpeaking  their  Thoughts  freely,  with¬ 
out  any  Liking  to  it,  nay,  they  have  publickly  curs'd  it :  And 
fure  we  can't  all  of  us  be  miftaken. — Why,  pray  is  it  not  a  clear 
Cafe,  don't  we  fee  our  Tobacco  btftnt  by  the  Humour  of  the  In- 

ipe&ors?  Who  can  bear  fuch  Ufage? 

fom.  Far  and  foftly ,  Will:  Don't  fly  into  Pallion ;  that  avails 
nought,  you  know;  for,  bear  it  we  mull:  What  can  we  do?  No¬ 
thing  but  quietly  fubmit : 

Will.  Quietly  fubmit!  Haft  thou  lived  to  thefe  Years  to  be  fo 
tame  a  Creature,  as  to  cry  out  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  What  can  we 
do  ?  —Yes,  Yes,  fomething  might  be  done,  if  we  could  but  con¬ 
fide  in  one  another. 

pom .  As  how,  pray  ?  What  wou'd  thy  wife  Head  propofe,  ha  ? 

Will  My  wife  Head!  Why,  my  wife  Head  tells  me,  that  there 
are  a  Power  of  People  in  fome  of  the  Upper  Counties ,  and  abun¬ 
dance  in  the  Nothern  Neck,  that  complain  as  heavily  againft  this 
Law  as  we  do ;  and  certainly,  'tis  as  eafy  as  'tis  to  jump  over  a 
Fence-Rail,  for  us  to  get  together,  and  think  of  fomething  or  other 
that  might  be  done,  to  force - 
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Tom .  A  pretty  Fellow  indeed  !  To  force!  To  force  what?  Art 
thou  fuch  an  Oaf  as  to  talk  after  this  Rate?  To  force  !  Force  your 
feif  headlong  into  Rebellion,  be  hanged,  lofe  your  Land,  and  ruin 
your  Family,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  Law,  the  Great  Ones  and 
the  Rich  Ones  muft  fubmit  to  as  well  as  we-;  a  Law,  whatever  at 
prelent  we  may  think  of  it,  was  undoubtedly  defigned  by  our 
Burgefles  for  the  Good  of  the  Country. 

Will.  But  hark  you  Tom:  What  did  you  talk  of  Rebellion  for, 
and  ail  that  ?  No,  I  ask  your  Pardon  there,  I  did  not  mean  That 
neither. 

Tom.  Not  mean,  No  verily  I  believe  thee  :  Though  whatever 
you  meant,  would  have  fignified  but  little;  your  Meaning  woudn't 
have  procured  you  a  Pardon,  woudn’t  have  fav'd  you  from  the 
Gallows :  And  I  muft  needs  lay,  all  our  Difturbances  are  owing  to 
fuch  Wifeacres  as  you.  You  pretend  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment?  I  charge  you  on  my  Friendlhip  to  talk  no  more  in  this 
Strain. 

Will.  Indeed,  Tom,  I  did  not  confider - But  Tom,  the  Juftice 

is  comine:.. 

Tom .  Ay,  Young  Man,  if  he  fhould  hear  what  you  have  been 
talking  of,  I  woudn't  be  in  your  Coat  for 

/ /  7/7.  Pray  Tom .  be  pacified  ;  and  fince  you  have  declared  your 
felf  my  Friend,  ad  vile  me  ferioully  How  to  behave. 

Tom.  Behave  !  If  you  are  really  one  of  the  impatient  Crew,  and 
can't  wait  the  Event  of  this  new  Regulation,  lend  your  Grievances 
to  the  Affembly  ;  they  fay  they  are  to  meet  in  May . 

Will .  In  May  !  That's  a  good  one  indeed  :  In  May  !  If  we  car¬ 
ry  our  Tobacco  to  the  Warehoufe,  Part  of  it  will  be  burnt  before 
May  comes ;  and  if  we  don't,  by  what  I  can  learn,  no  Body  will 
buy  it  of  us. 

Tom .  Why  then  you  muft  be  contented,  that's  all  that  I  know, 
I  am  Hire,  I'm  reiblv'd  to  be  lo :  I  am  as  uneafy,  it  may  be,  as 
Ibme  others  are,  but  not  quite  fo  fierce  ;  for  tho'  I  can't  tell  how, 
in  what,  nor  when,  I  comfort  my  felf  with  the  Hopes  that  this 
Law  will  help  us,  that  it  was  not  made  in  vain. 

Will .  Say  no  more,  here's  the  Juftice. 

Juftice . 


WH- 


(  7  ) 

Juftice.  Good  Day  to  you,  Neighbours. 

Will.  The  like  to  your  Worlhip. 

f0m.  The  fame  to  you,  Sir, - -  Let  me  fpeak,  Will. 

Will.  Do  lb  then,  fince  you  are  lb  fond  on’t. 

« fuftice  What  News  d’ye  hear?  All  the  Difcourfe  now,  1  luppoie 
is  about  our  now  Law  ?  Pray  how  goes  Tobacco  at  the  Warehoulbs? 
Will  Go,  Mailer !  Some  of  it  goes  into  the  Fire. 

Jujiice.  Thrown  into  the  Fire,  fay’ll  thou  ?  I  am  very  glad  to 

hear  it,  exceedingly  rejoiced. 

Tom.  But  why,  Mailer,  are  you  fo  glad? 

font.  Ah,  Mailer,  why  lb  rej -  , 

Tom.  Be  quiet,  can’t  you.  What  makes  you  lo  glad,  Sir  ? 
’Jujiice.  ’Tis  a  certain  Sign  the  Inlpedtors  are  honell  Men,  and 

do  their  Duty.  . 

Tom.  Their  Duty  !  ’Tis  very  hard  upon  us  in  the  mean  lime. 

JuJlice.  No  fuch  Thing,  I  promife  you  :  In  the  firft  Place  don  t 
you  know  good  Tobacco  as  well  as  they  ? 

7.  To  be  fure  we  do. 

Wuflice.  Then  why  do  you  carry  fuch  Tobacco  to  them,  that  you 
know  they  mull  burn  ?  But  however,  fince  I  have  happened  with 
you,  and  we  are  entred  upon  the  Subjeft,  if  you  are  willing  to  be 
informed,  and  are  refolved  to  govern  your  lelves  accordingly,  be 
patient,  fpeak  one  at  a  Time,  and  you’ll  both  of  you  be  madeealy, 

^  Wilt  We  lhall  do  as  you  defire,  Sir,  and  think  our  felves  much 

We7  want,  may  it  pleafe  your  Worfhip,  to  hear  what  may 
be  faid  on  the  Side  of  this  fame  Law,  and  what  Good  it  will  do 
us  poor  Planters  ;  for  we  are  llrangely  pellered  with  odd  Notions 

*h°Tuftice.  I  don’t  wonder  at  it;  the  bell  Things  are  the  moll  liable 
to  beabufed  •  Though  it  allonilhes  me,  that  fo  plain  a  Law  as  this 
Is  fliould  have  fo  mLy  Enemies :  A  Law,  not  only  the  bell  that 
ever  was  made  for  the  Country,  for  our  Trade  m  general,  but  the 

beft  for  the  poor  Planters. 
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Tom.  Your  Worlhip  laid,  for  the  poor  Planters  ? 

JuJlice.  I  did  To ;  and  that  You  may  comprehend  me  the  bet¬ 
ter,  tell  me  the  Parts  of  it  You  diflikc,  and  I’ll  explain  their  Mean¬ 
ing  to  You.  4 

‘Tom.  Diflikc ! 

mil.  Diflike!  Diflike !  Sir. 

Juft  tee.  Ay,  tell  me  what  you  grumble  at. 

Tom.  Grumble  at! 

Will.  Burning,  Tom. 

Tom.  Grumble  at!  Why,  Sir,  don’t  they  burn  our  Tobacco  •  and 

is  not  that  enough  to  make  any  Man  grumble.  ’ 

JuJlice.  I  own  they  do  burn  Tobacco,  and  this  Year  they’ll  burn 
a  great  deal  of  Tobacco;  fora  worfe  Year  for  Tobacco  we  hare  not 
hgd  thefe  10  Years:  But  what  then?  If  they  burn  Yours,  they’ll  as 
readily  burn  mine,  and  fome  of  every  Man’s  they’ll  burn  if  we  don’t 
fort  it  carefully  before  we  carry  it  to  to  them.  k„d  noi  leimeSfc 
you  aQueftion,  anfwer  me  honeftly:  Is  the  Tobacco  the  Infpectors 
burn,  fit  for  any  thing  elfe  ?  Can  either  of  you  fay  'tis  fit  for  any 
Market  ?  If  not,  then  fuch  Tralh  ought  to  be  deftroy’d.  3 

Tom.  Why  Matter,  fince  you  have  pdt  it  lo  very  home  to  us  we 
mutt  own,  the  Tobacco  they  burn,  is  not  good  for  much  ;  but  then 
as  bad  as  it  is,  we  always  got  fomething  for  it,  and  fo,  I  don’t  doubt’ 
we  Ihould  this  Year,  were  we  at  Liberty ;  which  we  confefs  has 
been  a  very  indifferent  Year  for  Tobacco. 

JuJlice.  Therefore  pray  confider  :  The  Accounts  we  have  had  for 
feveral  Years  paft,  from  every  Port  in  Great-Britain  our  Tobacco 
is  carry ’d  to,  are  full  of  Complaints,  that  we  make  more  than  all 
Europe  can  confume,  and  a  great  Part  of  it  fuch  Tralh,  as  no  Pur- 
chaler  will  meddle  with. 

Tom.  If  this  be  true,  Why  then,  Matter,  don’t  they  flint  us? 

Jnftice.  Stint  you  !  It  has  been  tried,  and  found  ineffe&ual :  And 
no  wonder;  for  tho’  it  lefTen’d  the  Quantity,  it  did  not  mend  the 
Quality  ;  there  was  Tralh  ftill  in  Proportion  to  clog  the  Markets  • 
and  fo  there  would  be,  reduce  the  Number  of  Plants  as  low  as  you 
pieafe :  Let  us  be  reftrained  never  fo  much,  we  find  Ways  to  make 
it  up,  and  you  own  you  can  fell  all. 

Tom. 

*  * 
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pom.  I  do :  But  Burning,  Matter  !  That’s  the  terrible  Article. 

Juftice.  Not  a  Bit;  'tis  no  luch  terrible  Thing.  Isn’t  the  Coun¬ 
try  almoft  ruined?  And  let  me  tell  you,  this  very  Year  our  Ruin 
had  been  compleattd,  had  not  this  excellent  Law  interpofed,  which 
deftroys  all  bad  Tobacco,  and  buffers  none  but  good  to  be  exported 
to  the  Markets  in  Europe. 

Pom.  But  lpare  me,  Sir:  What  have  we,  who  fell  our  Tobacco 
in  the  Country,  to  do  with  the  Markets  Abroad  ? 

Jtiftice.  If  you  don’t  fend  any  Home,  you  mutt  know  all  of  it 
goes  Home ;  and  that  a  great  many  of  us  fhip  our  Tobacco  on  our 
own  Venture  to  the  Markets :  Thoufands  of  Hogfheads  are  every 
Year  configned  upon  Freight  to  the  Merchants  in  London ,  Gla/cow, 
Erijiol ,  and  other  Ports:  And  can  you  be  fuch  a  Simpleton,  as 
not  to  confider,  that  the  better  the  Markets  are  in  Europe,  the 
more  kfoney  you’ll  fell  your  Tobacco  for  here :  Or,  that  when  ah 
Traih  is  deftroyed,  and  our  Staple  gets  a  Reputation,  the  Price  for  it 
will  advance,  and  in  all  Likelihood  the  Conlumption  of  it  increafe. 

Will.  There  feems  to  be  fome  Senle  in  that,  Matter;  the  better 
the  Commodity,  the  better  it  will  fell,  to  be  lure. 

Juflice.  Thou  haft  hit  it,  Will :  The  Lownefs  of  the  Markets^  1 
have  been  long  fince  convinced,  is  not  altogether  occafion’d  by  the 
Quantity  :  Therefore,  if  under  the  Direction  of  this  Law,  we  leffen 
the  Quantity,  and  mend  the  Quality,  by  deftroying  the  Trafh,  we 
drive  the  right  Nail. 

Pom.  Do  you  in  Earneft  conceit  lo,  Matter  ? 

Juflice.  No  lels,  my  Word  for  it :  If,  when  your  Tobacco  is  well 
cull’d,  you  get  as  much  for  800  that  is  Clean  and  Neat,  as  you 
could  do  before  this  Law  for  1  aoo  Tag-rag  and  Bob-tail,  what  Inju¬ 
ry  or  Injuftice  pray  will  this  Law  do  you  ?  The  naked  Truth  lorn,  is 
this,  Bad  Tobacco  deflroyed,  ft  amps  a  Value  upon  the  remaining 
Good,  which  will  for 'ever  be  ‘depreciated  by  a  Mixture. 

Pom.  I  grant  it  Sir ;  but  I  fear  we  mutt:  wait  fome  Time  to  fee 

all  this  come  to  pafs. 

Juflice.  If  you  were  to  wait,  you  would  be  no  Lofer  at  the 
Long  Run ;  but  there  is  no  Room  for  fitch  Fears :  Have  but  Pa¬ 
tience,  and’  this  yerv  Year  you’ll  lee  it  come  to  pafs.  Send  a  coo 
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Weight  of  Tobacco  to  the  Warehoufe,  if  the  Infpe&ors  pafs  but 
1 200  of  it,  I  will  engage  to  give  you  more  in  Money  or  Goods, 
for  the  1200,  than  you  could  iell  the  2000  for.  ] 

Witt.  Engage  to  give  us  more!  Will  you  lo?  j 

Juft  ice.  Yes,  tho’  I  am  no  Dealer,  only  to  Ihew  you  what  you 
may  do.  ] 

; fom .  But,  Sir,  after  we  have  been  at  the  Trouble,  and  perhaps 
fome  Expence,  in  carrying  our  Tobacco  to  the  Infpedors,  that  they 
fhould  have  Authority  to  burn  it,  that’s  what  galls  us. 

JuJiioe.  A  pretty  Bufinels  indeed :  Don’t  both  of  you  boaft  that 
you  know  good  Tobacco  as  well  as  they?  Is  it  not  therefore,  un¬ 
reasonable  to  complain  of  what  you  may  prevent,  by  carefully 
Sorting  of  it  before  you  carry  it  to  them  ?  And  then,  the  envious 
and  defigning  Men  would  not  have  that  Handle  for  Clamour  and 
Noile,  nor  would  it  be  fo  much  in  their  Power  to  raife  foolilh  Sto¬ 
ries  againft  the  Law,  becaufe  they  fee  Tobacco  burnt,  that  aright 
honed  Man,  tender  of  the  Welfare  of  his  Country,  would  not  offer 

to  Sale.  . 

'Tom.  What  your  Worlhip  fays  is  very  right. 

’Tift  ice.  A  Man  with  half  an  Eye  might  fee  it :  ’Tis  your  Im¬ 
patience  that  Spoils  all:  You  eagerly  catch  up  every  idle  Story  that 
artful  Men,  for  private  Intereft,  propagate  among  you  j  and  then 
you  impute  them  to  the  Law:  When,  lack-a-day,  the  Senfe  and 
Meaning  of  the  Law  is  no  way  concerned  ;  all  your  Uneafinels  arife 
from  their  wicked  Infinuations.  Let  me  tell  you,  ’tis  much  eafier 
to  raife  a  Dull  than  to  lay  it. 

Will.  ’Tis  but  too  true,  I  have  feen  enough  of  that,  Matter. 
Jufice.  What,  you  begin  to  be  convinc’d,  do  you :  Let  us^then 
next 'Vetted  upon  the  great  Advantage  of  thele  Inlpeclors  Notes, 
which  they  give  you  for  your  Tobacco  after  they  have  pafs’d  it; 
Notes  full  as  good  as  fo  much  ready  Money,  the  fame  as  fo  much 
Caih,  and  as  fuch  will  be  received  in  Paiment  at  any  Store,  for 
what  Goods  you  want :  Your  Tobacco  you  may  parcel  out,  into 
as  many  of  them  as  you  pleafe,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  pay  this  Man 
50  Pounds  of  Tobacco,  another  100,  and  another  200  ;  in  fhort, 
make  Paiment  of  any  Debt:  And  thus,  according  to  the  Price  of 

Tobacco  * 
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Tobacco,  thele  Notes  will  anfwer  io,  20,  30 3 
Money,  in  any  Part  of  the  Neck  you  live  in. 

fom.  We  were  told  that  we  were  to  have  Notes,  but  never  dreamt 
of  , this  Accompt  they  are  like  to  turn  to  •  that  Thing  of  Earn¬ 
ing  was  always  uppermoft. 

JuJlice.  Didfl  thou  never  read  the  Law  ? 

Tom.  Not  I  Sir. 

JuJlice.  Have  you,  Neighbour  ? 

Will.  No  truly,  I  can't  fay  I  have. 

Juftice.  Has  it  been  read  to  you  ? 

Will.  x 

tfoM.  j 

JuJlice.  I  thought  as  much  ;  clever  Fellows  indeed  !  you  have 
been  finding  Fault  with  a  Law  you  never  read,  never  heard  read,  a 
Law  you  know  nothing  of,  but  from  the  Reports  of  lawlefs  Mouths, 
who  meant,  by  what  they  faid,  to  impole  upon  you. 

T^om.  As  I  am  inclined  to  think  what  your  Worfhip  has  told  us 
is  the  Truth,  I  mull  acknowledge  the  Impofition. 

JuJlice.  Impofition  with  a  Witnefs.  But  as  I  was  faying,  by 
Virtue  of  thefe  Tnfpe&ors  Notes,  I  dare  to  promife  you  Goods  much 
cheaper  than  hitherto  you  have  had  them:  So  that  by  this  Law, 
you'll  not  only  get  more  Money  for  your  Tobacco,  but  you'll  pay 
lefs  for  your  Goods. 

fom.  Ah  Matter,  that's  rare  News  indeed :  But  how.  Sir,  how 
is  that  to  be  ? 

JuJlice.  Every  Man  mutt  fay,  that  knows  any  thing  of  your  way, 
of  Dealing  in  thefe  Upper  Parts  of  the  Country,  nay,  the  Store- 
keepers  will  own  it,  that  they  were  always  obliged  to  be  very  fliarp  in 
the  Sale  of  their  Goods,  on  the  Score  of  the  Badnefs  of  the  Tobac¬ 
co  they  were  generally  pad  in,  and  the  Rifque  they  run  of  being 
Lolers  by  it  at  Home  \  and  therefore  they  valued  their  Goods,  rai- 
fiing  the  per  Cent,  upon  them,  not  from  the  prime  Cott,  but  by 
the  Qualitiy  of  the  Tobacco  :  Infomuch,  that  when  you  have  had 
the  Name  of  felling  your  Tobacco  for  10,  12,  15  Shillings  per 
Hundred,  in  Reality  you  have  not  had  above  4,5,  or  6  Shillings. 

Will.  What  haye  we  been  thusufed? 
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JuJlice.  Yes,  marry  have  you :  I  have  known  in  a  fcarce  Year, 
one  of  theft  Gentlemen  give  3I.  as.  6d.  per  Hundred  for  Tobacco, 

in  Goods,  the  firft  Coft  of  which  Goods  was  not  above  20  s.  if  lb 

much. 

Tom.  If  ft,  we  have  paid  through  the  Noft. 

JuJiice.  Yes,  but  it  was  with  Tobacco  not  fit  to  be  put  there. 

Tom.  But  Sir,  the  Seafion  is  far  advanced,  and  I  don't  hear  that 
any  Price  is  let  upon  Infpeded  Tobacco,  or,  that  many  Goods  are 
in  the  Stores. 

j.  f  JuJice.  The  Ships  are  very  late  in  this  Year,  they  came  out 

late  \  thole  that  lailed  the  firft,  have  had  long  Paflages  $  they  are 
but  juft  arrived,  and  few  Goods  are  yet  imported :  But  allure  your 
felves,  in  a  little  Time  the  Face  of  Affairs  will  be  much  changed 
lor  the  better.  0 

I  j  Will.  We  Ihould  rejoice  to  fee  it. 

JuJlice.  Reft  fatisfied  :  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  Day :  Laws  are 
never  made  to  opprels  People,  but  to  relieve  them :  And  this  very 
Law  againft  which  there  is  fo  much  Cavil,  is  calculated  to  redrels 
all  our  Grievances  in  Trade.  The  Clamours  that  oppofe  it,  only 
ih ew  how  corrupt  Men  are,  nothing  elle. 

Tom.  Indeed! - Well,  but  Matter,  woudn't  a  Stint  do  all 

thefe  fine  Things  as  well,  and  then,  mayhaps,  the  Country  would 
be  eafy. 

JuJlice.  A  Stint,  Noodle!  Tom.  you  are  enough  te  proveke  me: 
Are  we  not  now  under  a  Stint  P  And  let  me  tell  you,  the  moft  in¬ 
dulgent  Stint  that  could  be  propos'd  for  us. 

Tom.  How’s  that,  Sir!  Clear  that  fame  Indulgence,  if  you  pleale. 

JuJlice.  It  wants  no  Clearing,  it  fpeaks  its  felf :  But  if  I  muft 
tell  you  my  Story  over  again,  and  beat  into  your  Head  by  Repe¬ 
tition,  you  fhall  have  it.  You  remember,  before  this  Law,  we 
were  limited  by  an  Ad  of  Affembly  to  6000  Plants  per  Taxable, 
aud  feme  were  for  reducing  us  lower,  to  a  left  Number ;  but  did 
that,  or  will  luch  a  Method,  remedy  the  Mifchiefs  the  Country  lay 
under  ? 


can't  fay  it  did. 
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JuJlice .  Say  It  did  !  No,  it  would  not  do:  And  therefore  I  tel] 
you  again,  we  mu  ft  mend  our  Staple,  as  well  as  leflen  the  Quan¬ 
tity.  But  anfwer  me  faithfully,  Did  you  make  more  Tobacco  un¬ 
der  a  Stint,  than  what,  by  this  Law,  in  a  favourable  Year,  you 
may  get  pals’d  by  the  Infpe&ors  ?  If  you  did,  then  this  Law  iei- 
fens  the  Quantity,  and  mends  the  Quality  :  If  you  did  not,  you 
have  no  Realbn  to  complain. 

Tom.  I  can’t  fay  any  thing  to  it  one  Way  nor  t’other;  but  by 
your  Leave,  Sir,  under  the  Stint  Law,  I  could  fell  all  that  I  made, 
and  that  I  can’t  do  now:  There’s  the  Grievance. 

JuJiice.  For  my  Part,  I  muft  think,  if  any  Law  may  be  called 
grievous,  ’tis  that  which  cuts  us  fhort  in  the  Management  of  our 
own  Land. 

Tom .  Nay,  but  Sir,  where’s  the  Difference  between  cutting  a  Man. 
Ihort  in  his  Labour,  and  in  the  Fruit  of  his  Labour ;  thele  Laws 
confidered  together,  the  Stint  appears  the  more  favourable  of  the 
Two,  for  by  That  I  reap  lome  Advantage  from  all  my  Labour. 

Jufiice.  If  you  were  the  only  Perfon  concerned  in  making  of 
Tobacco,  and  carry’d  on  the  whole  Trade  by  your  felf,  it  would 
then  be  cruel,  not  to  fay  unjuft,  to  reftrain  you  either  Way  ;  be- 
caufe,  the  Confequence  of  your  Management  would  advantage  no 
other  Man,  neither  would  it  injure  any  other ;  but  when  the  Pub¬ 
lic  is  taken  into  the  Account,  ’tis  quite  another  Argument ;  and 
as  the  whole  Country  is  engaged  in  the  fame  Trade,  every  Man 
in  the  Country  will  be  more  or  left  affecled  by  the  Contrivances  of 
unfair  Dealers.  This  was  the  Reafon  why  the  Affembly,  the  Guar¬ 
dians  of  our  Trade  and  Property,  entred  into  thefe  Meafures,  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  in  this  general  Commerce,  all  Fraud  and  De¬ 
ceit,  by  making  every  Man  honeft, 

Tom .  This  is  what  our  Affembly  meant,  is  it,  Sir?  In  troth,  I 
think  they’re  honeft  Gentlemen. 

Jiiftice .  But  let  me  anfwer  the  Bounce  you  made  of  Advantage 
from  all  your  Labour,  by  which,  you  declare  the  Stint  the  more 
favourable  Law :  Don’t  you  know,  that  the  Reward  of  your  La¬ 
bour  depends  upon  the  Profit  you  make  at  the  Winding  up  of  the 
Bottom  ?  For  Inftance,  fuppofenow  you  had  ioo  Bufhels  of  Wheat 
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in  the  Ear,  in  feveral  Stacks  in  your  Yard,  which  you  might  fell 
for  2  Shillings  the  Bufhel  •  and  that  by  the  Accident  of  Fire,  half 
ol  it  was  deftroied.  Now,  only  fuppofe  the  like  Misfortune  had 
befallen  every  Man  in  the  Country,  and  that  the  Price  of  Wheat 
by  this  Cafualty  advanced,  as  no  Doubt  it  would,  and  you  could 
fell  the  remaining  50  Bulhels  at  4  Shillings  ;  what’s  become  of  the 
Produce  of  all  your  Labour,  as  you  term  it  ?  Have  you  any  Rea- 
fon  on  the  Account  of  Intereft  to  bewail  Burning ; 

Tom .  No,  I  think  not. 

Juftice .  The  Cafe  is  the  lame  in  Tobacco,  with  this  Difference, 
Tobacco  is  made  better  by  Part  of  it  (the  Trafh)  being  deftroied  ; 
and  for  that  oneReafon,  will  fetch  a  better  Price:  So  that,  to  the 
extraordinary  Labour  you  are  at,  in  making  more  Tobacco  than 
you  are  allow’d  to  fell,  be  plealed  to  place  the  Advantage  you  will 
reap  by  mending  the  Quality  •  and  reft  allured  you’ll  be  well  paid 
for  your  Pains. 

What,  perhaps  you  are  refolved  not  to  be  convinced. 

Will.  Sir,  we  are  not  obftinate ;  but  you  muft  needs  think,  we 
have  been  ftrangely  prepoffeft :  For,  notwithftanding  ’tis  fo  very 
plain,  to  Ihew  you  the  Roguery  of  fome  that  lhall  be  namelefs, 
’twas  confidently  buzzed  about,  as  if,  by  this  Law,  the  Rich  in¬ 
tended  to  ruin  the  Poor. 

Juftice.  None  but  the  worft  of  Villans  could  fuggeft  fuch  a  Re¬ 
flection  :  No  fuch  Thing,  upon  my  Honour :  Confider  the  Perfons 
concerned  in  making  this  Law ;  Are  they  not  all  of  them  Gentle¬ 
men  of  Probity  and  great  Integrity  ?  And  have  they  not,  by  this 
very  Ad  of  theirs,  fufficiently  teftified  their  Regard  for  the  Public 
and  their  tender  Concern  for  the  poor  Planters  ?  * 

fom.  Well,  for  my  Part,  I  am  refolved  never  to  quarrel  for  the 
future  with  what  I  don’t  underftand  :  And  whenever  they  din  any 
idle  Reports  againft  Laws  in  my  Ears,  that  are  beyond  my  Capaci¬ 
ty,  if  your  Worihip  will  give  me  Leave,  I’ll  wait  on  your  Worlhip 
with  them. 

JuJlice.  Do  fo  and  welcome,  either  of  you:  Don’t  fuffer  your 
felves  to  be  debauched  by  ne’er  a  He  that  wears  a  Head  :  ’Tis  the 
Duty  of  every  Magiftrate,  as  the  Laws  are  the  Peoples  Direction 


in  moral  A  cl  ions,  to  give  them  all  the  Light  they  can,  into  the  In¬ 
tent  and  Meaning  of  them. 

Will.  We  thank  you,  Mailer. 

JuJlice.  Have  you  done  with  Obje&ions  ? 

Will.  Commas  has  faid  nothing,  Sir,  about  the  Charge  of  the 
Warehoules,  and  the  Infpeclors  Salaries. 

JuJlice.  What  of  them,  pray  ?  . 

Tom.  Nay,  it  may  be  this  is  a  Rout  about  Nothing  too :  But 
the  Thing  WiU.  means,  is  the  Charge  the  Country  is  put  to  on 
thole  Two  Accounts,  the  Houfes,  and  Officers  Salaries. 

JuJlice.  The  Country  put  to!  Why  the  Whole  is  defray’d  out  of 
the  Money  paid  by  the  Shippers,  for  Palling  their  Tobacco. 

Tom.  But  we  poor  Men  don’t  fhip  any  Tobacco. 

JuJlice.  Then  you  are  not  concerned  in  it  one  Way  nor  t’other; 
it  refts  upon  the  Merchants.  But,  if  Charges  and  Expences  arc 
drawn  in  to  make  the  Cry  the  louder,  let  what  follows  make  a 
thankful  Impreflion  upon  your  Minds,  to  the  Affembly  ;  who,  by 
this  Law,  have  releafed  us  from  the  Tax  we  paid,  under  the  Stint- 
Law,  to  Tellers,  for  Counting  our  Plants ;  from  the  One  Shilling 
per  Hogfhead  we  paid  to  Roliing-houfes ;  and  from  the  Expence 
of  Receivers.  , 

Tom.  Thefe  Things  were  nothing  to  us. 

JuJlice.  If  you  did  not  pay  them,  they  did  who  purchafed  your 
Tobacco ;  and  if  they  are  relieved  from  thefe  Charges,  and  are  to 
be  paid  by  the  Captains  of  the  Ships,  4  s.  per  Hogfhead,  for  the 
Trouble  and  Expence  of  Shipping  their  Tobacco  themfelves,  can’t 
they  for  this  Reafon  afford  to  give  you  the  better  Price  ; 

Tom.  Cry-mercy:  But,  Sir,  the  Shipping  of  the  Tobacco  occa- 
fions  great  Murmurings :  they  fay  the  Country  is  not  able  to  do  it. 

Juft  ice.  Willing  Minds  would  go  a  great  Way  towards  it :  In 
the  Lower  Parts  of  the  Country,  where  the  Rivers  are  broad,  and 
the  Navigation  difficult,  they  may  not  be  able ;  but  towards  the 
Heads  of  the  Rivers  it  might  be  done:  But  this  Complaint  is  No¬ 
thing  ;  for,  if  the  Publick  are  not  in  a  Condition  to  comply  with 
That  Claufe  of  the  Law,  they  may  depend  upon  Relief,  when  the 
Affembly  meet ;  who,  without  any  Queftion,  will  make  iiich  Al- 
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tcrations  and  Amendmenssj  as  they  find,  in  the  Execution  of  it,  are 
wanting,  to  make  all  Parties  concerned  in  it,  eafy.  And  we  /hall 
delerve  to  be  branded  for  the  riiaddeft  People  on  the  Face  of  the 
whole  Earth,  not  to  ac(]uiefce  }  but  by  malicious  and  ignorant  ran— 
dom  Judgments,  endeavour  to  defeat  inch  good  Purpofes. 

•Tom.  Thefe  Hopes,  Mafter,  as  much  a  Convert  as  *1  am  to 
Truth,  do  adminifter  more  Comfort ;  for,  who  can  be  difcontented 
that  knows  what  the  Aflembly  aim’d  at  by  this  Law,  and  that 
they’ll  leave  no  Stone  unturned,  to  fecure  to  us  the  good  Things 
contained  in  it ;  moft  elpecially,  more  Money  for  our  Tobacco,  and 
lels  for  our  Goods ;  that  we  mayn’t  pay  away  fo  much  as  we  receive. 

Will.  There  are  one  or  two  Particulars  more  I  muft  trouble  your 
Worfhip  with,  that  I  have  heard  difcourfed  of,  as  Grievances.  • 

Juflice.  Well,  let  me  hear  them  j  make  Difpatch ;  it  grows  late. 

Tom.  Why  one  is,  That  tho’  they  are  at  no  Charge  for  Rolling- 
Houles,  they  fay  they  are  ftrangely  hamper’d,  having  no  Place  to 
lay  the  Goods  in,  they  import :  Indeed  this  is  no  Concern  of  ours 
who  buy  our  Goods  in  the  Country.  Then  they  cry,  that  many  of 
them  had  Wharfs  and  Landing  Places,  which  are  become  ufelels 

Juflice.  As  to  convenient  Places  for  lodging  their  Goods,  Are  not 
the  former  Storehoufes  ftill  in  Being, where  they  may  put  their  Goods? 
No  Man  that  imports  Goods,  is  deftitute  of  Friends  that  live  on  the 
River,  where  fo  many  Wharfs  and  Landing  Places,  you  fay,  are  be¬ 
come  ufelels,  but  he  may  have  the  Benefit  of  the  moft  commodious  in 
Situation  near  his  Dwelling,  to  lodge  his  Goods,  fince  the  Captains  of 
the  Ships  are  fo  obliging  to  put  them  onShore  where-ever  they  are  de¬ 
fied.  As  to  their  Ufelefnefs  on  other  Accounts,  ’tis  of  no  Weight  • 
if  il  ddh  deprive  fome  People  of  any  Profit  they  were  formerly  to 
them,  ’tis  a  private  Stake,  and  muft  be  given  up  to  the  Good  of 
the  Publick.  This  is  all  you  have  to  fay,  I  prefume  ? 

Tom.  Y es,  Mafter,  we  thank  you ;  we  had  been  fadly  on’t,  if 
we  had  not  had  the  good  Fortune  to  meet  with  your  Worfhip. 

Juflice.  Since  you  efteem  it  fo  :  I  am  glad,  for  your  Sakesf  that 
we  were  fo  fortunate. 

Tom.  Ay,  Mafter,  ’tis  very  lucky  for  Neighbour  Will. 

Will.  Hufh,  Tom ,  Hufh. 

Juflice. 
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J  Up  ice.  Why  for  Will)  more  than  for  your  felf? 

fVill.  Nothing  in  the  univerlal  World,  only  Tommas ,  now  your 
Worlhip  has  made  him  light-heel'd,  now  your  Worlhip  has  made 
it  out  that  'tis  a  good  Law  for  the  poor  Planters,  has  a  Mind  to  be 
jocole. 

JuJlice.  Upon  my  Confidence  'tis  a  good  Law  for  every  Body: 
I  have  not  told  you  half  the  good  Things  contained  in  it ;  I  have 
confined  my  felf,  for  your  better  Information,  to  the  Trade  in  the 
Country  ;  when  alafs,  if  I  was  to  launch  out,  into  the  Effe&s  of  it 
Abroad,  'tis  impoffible  to  fay  when  I  Ihould  have  done.. 

mu.  }  Indeed> Sir  •' 

Tom.  We  are  obliged  to  your  Worlhip,  for  this  lealbnable  In- 
ftru&ion  :  We  lhall  exped  to  find  what  your  Worlhip  has  told  us  • 
and  in  the  mean  Time,  lhall  do  our  Endeavours  to  reconcile  our 
Neighbours  to  fo  beneficial  a  Law. 

JuJlice.  Do  fo :  But  before  we  part,  lince  we  have  converfed  fo 
much  on  this  Subjeft,  and  I  have  taken  lb  much  Pains  with  you, 
I  can't  think  of  leaving  you  without  a  Word  or  two  of  Advice, 
which  on  all  Occafions,  remember  to  put  in  Praftice.  Live  as 
become  honeft  Men,  minding  only  your  own  Bufinefs  :  Fear  God, 
honour  the  King,  and  meddle  not  with  thofe  that  are  given  to 
Noile  and  Violence  :  Submit  your  felves  to  every  Law  :  Keep  from 
Race-grounds,  thofe  Schools  of  Gaming  and  Drunkennels:  Never 
go  near  the  County-Courts,  unlefs  Bufinefs  calls  you  thither ;  and 
when  it  doth,  return  home  as  foon  as  it  is  done  :  Make  it  your 
principal  Employment,  this  coming  Summer,  to  look  well  to  your 
Crops,  efpecially  your  Tobacco,  which  ought  to  be  tended  with 
the  lame  Care  that  Annuals  are  in  a  Garden :  And,  lince  you  are 
indulged  the  Privilege  of  making  as  much  Tobacco  as  you  can, 
make  it  as  good  as  you  can.  The  Infpe&ors  don't  take  Pleafure 
in  burning  of  Tobacco  ?  'Tis  what  the  Law  requires  of  them,  and 
they  are  under  the  Obligation  of  an  Oath,  a  very  great  Penalty, 

to  deftroy  all  that  is  bad. 
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iVill.  Bat,  Matter,  out  of  Spite  and  Malice  they  may  bum 
ones  Tobacco,  and  I  don’t  fee  how  we  can  help  it. 

fuftice.  Prove  that,  and  you  have  your  Remedy  againft  them ; 
and  you  may  be  allured,  fuch  a  One  wou’d  be  turned  out  of  his 
Office,  with  Infamy. 

font.  But  then,  they  may  be  more  nice  in  Transfer-Tobacco, 
on  Account  of  the  Penalty,  if,  upon  a  fecond  View,  ’tis  not  found 
good  ;  and  moft  of'  That  belongs  to  poor  Planters. 

Juffice.  The  Infpectors  are  bound  by  Oath,  to  take  Care  of  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Crop-Tobacco,  as  well  as  the  Transfer;  and  I 
don’t  queftion,  they  perform  their  Duty  in  both :  But  the  Caufe 
why  the  Transfer-Tobacco  is  more  found  Fault  with,  is,  Many 
more  arc  concerned  in  That  than  the  Other  ;  and  as  ’tis  generally 
carried  to  the  IVarehoules  rn  Parcels,  People  think  it  hard  to  lee 
f©  much  of  each  Parcel  reje&ed,  as  is  often  done,  and  as  this  Year 
it  defer ves  •  But,  at  the  lame  Time,  they  lhould  confider,  that  the 
Crop-Tobacco  undergoes  as  ftri&  am  Examination,  and  has  as  much, 
in  Proportion,  condemned  to  the  Fire.  The  Truth  is,  The  great 
Noife  that’s  made,  about  the  Stri&nefs  ufed  in  Transfer-Tobacco, 
proceeds  from  a  malicious  Infinuation,  as  if  the  Infpectors  only  re¬ 
garded  their  own  Intereft,  left  the  Transfer-Tobacco  lhould  be  rc- 
fufed,  and  turned  upon  their  Hands  by  the  Public  Creditors,  if 
found  faulty  ;  but  I  can  fee  no  manner  of  Reafon  to  apprehend  any 
ill  Confequence  to  any  Planters  from  this  Obfervation. 

Tam.  If  we  are  under  no  Hardlhip  from  hence,  I  muft  fay,  No 
Man  living,  and  dealing  in  Tobacco,  has  any  Fault  to  find  with 

this  Law.  .  - 

Juftice.  Well,  let  me  end  with  you:  And,  if  under  this  Regu-  - 

lation,  we  fend  Home  more  good  Tobacco  than  can  be  confumed, 
fear  not,  my  Lads,  with  this  Method,  we  may  expeft  a  Stint ;  there 
is  no  other  Way  to  recover  our  Trade,  which,  This  Year,  had  it  not 
been  for  this  Law,  would  have  demolilh’d  us  all.  God  be  with 
you.  Farewel. 

fern. 
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m  1  Good  Night,  Sir :  We  are  much  obliged  to  you, - 

"til.  5  ~  '  " 


font.  _  .  ,  . 

Will.  5  Huzza !  God  blefs  the  King,  the  Governor,  Council , 

and  Houfe  of  BurgelTes. 

font.  ’Tis  high  Time  for  us  to  part  too :  Good  by  to  you,  Will. 
Will.  Adieu :  The  Juttice  is  a  good  Man  ;  he  gave  us  very  good 
Advice :  But  I  mult  go  to  fee  a  Race  fometimes,  for  all  that. 

Tern.  Well,  Well:  Good  Night  to  you. 
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